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Spacial 10 T1e Ne¥ Yorx Times

,..-Motp—t hale AT tnatr ngrinnay Se-

- s del1dn ON v\ncme' Lo prosecuie;
- »'3 Lieirg enat dqotae JUssee Denar-
o~ rerk to indict the former Dirscior;
e oentran nnem ence.

P rzidant in rpenance tn & Mest: i

sieviced news conference todav, said

b 1
h Canarney Gen eml Griliin B. Beil had
st penenited with him on the matter,
‘e (a»wr \(nd thar he did not know !
s cor the “zevisusnoss of the offernse™!

ar “serii m<ne<s of possible damage to our!

jonat securicy” that could result
o alts NP n h—.-» g‘Q
“‘ or‘ 1" r: B PR o ‘;:'-;.-u4

2 'epo"t soon from \(r Be‘l and that
“when 1 get ail this information, then
1 wou'd certainly consult with the Attor-
sac General as to what action shouid
Yo taken.”

Possible Charges Cited

“r. Helms, who returned to this coun-
trv last year after serving more than two
vears as Ambassador to Iran, was nctified
last January by the Justice Department
that he was a target of an investigation
by a Federal grand jury.

Justice Departm'ent sources said at the
time that Mr. Helms faced p0551b1e
charges of perjury and obstruction of jus-
tice, “both of which are felony offenses.
At the same time, they cautioned that,
even if a criminal vioiation wey discov-
ered, it might be difficult to pmsecute
the case because of the large volume of
classified material that would have to be
introduced into the pubiic record at a
trial.

President Carter indicated a similar
concern today, saying that before con-
eulting with Mr. Bell on the matter he
would need information on the “serious-
ness of possible damage to our own na-
tioral security if massive revelations of
iatelligence techniques and documents
are made either to ourselves or to our
frisnds and allies.”

The President’s comments came one day
a*ter Adm. Stansfield Turner, the current
I3 rector of Central Intelligence, told some
4100 midshipmen at the United States
12l Academy at Annapolis, Md., that
€= mrasecution of Mr. Helms wou;d re-
cuire the release of materiai that
¢«age the national security.

Alternatives for Bell

“r’*ml Turner, in a question- and-an-
<sion after his speech, sad
would have to decx v~ Lether
i matonal interest v ~a fure !
,u'mg this case Pt
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Altnaugh many present and former in-
Le...unce uiiikeis have said privately in.

cent wesas tned Mro Heins expecis tn
r>° indicted. Justice Department officials |
‘have insisted that no decision has yet
rbeen made.

! Beniamin R. Civiletti. the head of the |

Justice Department's criminal division,
spid todav v‘“at the matter was «till being !
!studied by lawvers in his division and,
that a decision most likely w w‘d be .
i reached “in the next several weeks.”

The public debate in recent weeks hasl
'--\l<6—'-~1 ~n ;L.. =gl »—w‘v tane "'f\. L
SUD A . DuUmner 9i persens close (o Mr
Helms have argued that this is unfair |
to him because 1t has rot vet heen demon- |
strated that he perjured himself,

“Everyone scems to think that the only‘
question is whether classified information |
can be released.” one person in close con- |
tact with Mr. Heims said recentlv. “But|
it mav be that the don’t have a case
in the first place.”

Error Quickly Corrected

At one point in the news conference,
the President apparently spoke in error,
saying, “I have no way to know yet the
seriousness cf the offense with which he
wil] be charged.” Within minutes after
the end of the conference, the White
House press office issued a statement
saying: “Please note: When the President
said ‘will be charged,’ that he meant to
say ‘may be charged.’”

The correction also aserted that when

the President said “it is a very serious
thing for anyone to commit perjury” he
had meant to say that *it is & verv serious |*
thing for anyone to commit alleged per-
jury.”
. At issue is whether Mr. Helms might
have perjured himself when he told a
Senate committee in 1973 that the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency had not provided
funds to political opponents of the late
Salvadaor Allende Gossens, the Marxist
president of Chile.

Later, it was disclosed that the agency
had funneled more than $8 millien te help
opponents of Dr. Allende, who died in
ja coup d’etat in September 1973. It was
talso disclosed that the C.LA. activities
in Chile had been approved by President |
:Nixon and by his national security advis-

In the past, White House and Justice
'Department <~~tesmen both had <caid!
“hat the Justice ieparimant would make |
Eue decision on whether to indiot Mr,
Helms and that the decision on whether
ito d»claxsxf\, documefxu needed at any

- oy wouid b2 made at 1oz White
F R L LR’(C(‘:
- TUVERE i ln\ém. syanesman
ihgwevar, ~p"é"'- o modify this, by in-
dicating that the T fesiden* snd the Attor-
inev (‘mwra‘ woauld Yconsult’ iy advance !
af arv desision to saek an indiciment,
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Bonus: Choice carpet with
new genuine rubber padding
and tackless installation ali
for the sale price of the car-
pet alone.
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Don't let these low prices mistead you ( :
about the quailty of the carpe!s «n this v
sale. They are ali superior carpets that [
sold for many doilars more 01 our Hoor. o2
Included are tweeds, saxcnes. fevel .
loops, and textures in 2 big s#'2003n of * N
beautiful colors. Remsmber pisase. the & e
prices have been sudstantialiy reduced for P
2 days only. Don't miss it. Friday and §
Seturday 920 am. 1o 930 p ™.

2-tone modern textured
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